Parkinsonism during cyclosporine treatment in liver transplantation: an unusual case report.
Cyclosporine (CyA) has been associated with various neurological reactions but parkinsonism is not generally recognized as a nervous system side effect. We describe herein a rare case, in that the patient developed parkinsonism with rest tremor after receiving CyA following orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT). The patient was a 42-year-old man who had liver cirrhosis with hepatitis C. We performed OLT because of liver failure and started immunosuppressive therapy with CyA + methylprednisolone + CD25 antibody. Ten days after OLT, he developed parkinsonism with a rest tremor. The patient did not have a pre-existent neurological disorder, and had not received significant amounts of dopamine-blocking drugs. We administered levodopa with marked improvement. Three days after that event, the neurologist suggested the possibility of drug-induced parkinsonism. We converted the immunosuppressive drug from CyA to tacrolimus. After that, the symptom disappeared. At 75 days after OLT, he was discharged with no neurological medication and now he is completely recovered. We think that parkinsonism may be an occasional consequence of CyA because of its relation to withdrawal of the drug and the lack of another evident cause.